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of things, so what impression [ can make now T do not know-—but 1 am
going to oy
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Report of lecture given by F. Wright on 21 May
1957

Looking remarkably young and active for his 90 years
Wright took the floor and humorously remarked that
something in architecture has overtaken him which puts
him before the microphone too often. He congratulated the
Iraqi Engineers Society on its premises and its pleasant
garden. Remarking that, as an ardent reader of the Arabian
Nights since he was a boy, he felt himself a subject of
Heron Al-Rashid & he looked upon Iraq as the center of
the Orient whither he has come to help “modernize” its
famous Capital Baghdad.

He disliked the word “modernize” as he felt that, in
developing Baghdad one should preserve its inherent
characteristics. He warned his listeners against
materialism, commercialism and  exploitation in
architecture. He said one must preserve the paretic
principle and pointed out that in America the fight is on
between “the thing of the spirit and the things that are
expedient and materialistic” the hoped that his listeners
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in Baghdad will be little more wide awake than he found
them to guard the dangers of commercialism.

He felt that Baghdad is in need of a building code that
is wise adjusted to circumstances. The development Board
is doing a fine job and he congratulated their wisdom in
summoning him here. He said the development board has
in its hand not only a great opportunity but a tremendous
responsibility. He criticized the west for its tendency to
come in by way of its materialism and commercialism,
instead of by way of its wisdom gained by experience.
He warned against the catastrophe which might overtake
society if one did not study carefully many factors like
over-population, the automobile and other factors, which
lead to a destructive instead of constructive condition of
society. Large cities in America are losing their usefulness
because of crowding. This crowding is the result of lust of
mercantile man who gets his profit from the exploitation of
the crowd.

He said that in his visit to the museum he was greatly
impressed and enlightened regarding the Sumerian
Civilization. He felt that the Sumerians influenced the
Greek and shared with them the vital contribution to
civilization. There is a great inspiration, fresh, vigorous,
and strong that one may draw from Sumerian Art. Art,
Architecture and religion are the soul of the civilization
they are the elements which with determine the history and
life of a nation. There was a danger that materialism will
detract from the things of the spirit and drive it far from
the roots of a culture like the Sumerians.

The English and American nations have been great
promulgators of making things and selling things. In
accepting these here in Iraq, one must adapt them in
developing a life of one’s own, springing from the interior
inspiration of one’s own great spirit thus preserving an
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integrity which harmonizes with oriental philosophies.
These philosophies have indeed greatly inspired Mr.
Wright himself as an architect. He asserts that the reality
of building did not consist in the walls and in the roof but
in the space to be lived in. that is the interior sense of life
which is the basis of organic architecture. This is the type
of architecture that Iraq and the east need and it is from
the east that the great spiritual ideas have come.

Developing buildings must be evolved from the center
line of truth the truth that belongs to the east and the
west Rudyard Kipling said that “East is East and West is
West and never the twain shall meet” but if they do meet
it will have to be on the basis of interior strength and the
recognition of the spirit as the basis of all true life.

Buildings are the material expression of life lived by
a people and architecture are inseparable. As the world
grows and develops together, national boundaries are
blurred and closer co-operation becomes inevitable,
based on truth and inspiration. It is therefore possible for
the east and west each using its best to come together on a
higher and better plain than civilization has ever known.
This is the field of opportunity to develop a culture, which
is open to us. We must do things to bring happiness and
life to people as they have never known before. We have
gone along way since the days of Heron Al-Rashid life
has broadened and better living and culture have become
available throughout the world. There is a great danger
that this advance may be destroyed by commercialism and
materialism which lose sight of the spirit, the center of
inspiration and beauty. In the end beauty and happiness
are the goal of life. For getting these ideals the west has
been plagued by war after war. Materialism is the cause
of war and in developing Iraq we should shun materialism
and base its future on spiritual things, which should
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characterized its life, to be handed down to its children
as the priceless heritage of intelligence, determination
and courage. He must not sell out for material success
— it is the wrong kind of success. The thought prevails
in the west that you can substitute money for ideas this
cannot be done. The idea is the most powerful thing in
the world has been and will be. The first act in projecting
and developing a country is to straighten out ideas. This
is not an easy matter and frequently the education of
engineers and architects hampers the birth of an idea; but
being educated, architects and engineers should divest
themselves of the “conditioning” they have received and
change it with “enlightens” which should have been given
them enlightens has its sacred source in what we call the
love and study of nature — the study of land trees and
animals. This is distinct from conditioned education which
is handed out to the young. Organic architecture is based
on the nature of things as it exists, and this architectural
feeling is slowly spreading all over the world. This is the
shoal of thought to which the people in the orient must
subscribe.

You must understand the nature of the thing you are
doing and you must build the edifice on this natural study,
otherwise it is not success. You may build a novelty but
unless it is built on truth it will not last. The Sumerian
built their art on this great principle, and if we deviate by
unseemly commercialism, we have lost sight of the center
line of what constitutes the happiness, the strength, and
beauty of mankind.

The Middle East has contributed its own great genius
to architecture, and from this inheritance, contribution
to modern civilization will be made. In the rush for
modernism, one should not lose the background of basic
culture of beauty and individuality, and no architect
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should hide this basic principle. He must come on and see
the beauty that understood the character and nature that
made it beautiful, and try by every means in his power to
keep it alive. Let the people whose ancestors developed
it have the benefit of modern science in developing it still
further, not necessarily imitating it or reproducing it.
There is a spirit in antiquity which belongs to the people
and it is this spirit which will be developed and preserved
in whatever one builds in the future. In concluding the
development board here has got the future in its hands.
In designing for the future you must have vision otherwise
the work will be destroyed in a few years’ time. You are at
the beginning of the great upsurge and expression of your
nation and national art.

Beware of building that becomes monstrosities and
will deface civilization. The experience of the west in
these matters is bitter enough; it should not be repeated
here. Think a little deeper and reject all things notably
commercialization, that is ruining everything in the west
by standardization and wiping out the individuality of the
individual. Don’t give it a hostage here say to it “No!”.
We come from another source we come from the creation
of the beautiful, we come from its sacred source and you
can’t spoil it for us. This is the attitude that one should
adopt at the present time in Baghdad.

These ideals must be fought for within the bounds and
blessing of democracy. Democracy is here working and its
underlying principle is the expression of the individual as
the citizen of this country.

In conclusion of the tall Wright was given a
great ovation then he was asked about his opinion of the
engineers he said an engineer is under developed architect
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Well we've got 1 (the island site) and we've got a great opportunity there
in the drafiing room now o demonstrate that we are not destructive but
constructive, where the original forces that buale the cwilizadon of the
world are concerned and we are not there to slap them in the face but

to do honor to them according to our abilities. That's the arttude 1 think
that & modern architecr should ke toward the grear life that's been his
inheritance from the past to which he pays scant respect, You don't respect
a thing as yvou know, boys, well encugh by imitating it, and we are going

tor imitate nothing. But we're gomg to vse the principles and the ideas that
made thar originality a grear force in human thoughe and feeling, and

div what we can to carry it alone. That [ think is the duty of the modern
architece.
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It is rather interesting, isn't it, to have the—I think they call me the dean of the
moaderns or something like that—going back to the origin of civilization, to show
what civilization amounts to now.
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‘he Persian’s] sense of scale was lofty, and he preserved it by never exa
rating the scale of his exquisite details. So these edifices stood out upon
e plains, blue-domed against the sky among the rank and file of Persia
ties as complete in themselves as the cypress trees around them were
mplete. ... Whar a romantic of the race was thas Persian, what mysti
mance this Persial Aladdin with the wonderful lamp? The wonderful
np was Persian imagmation,
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Now, at present, I happen to be doing a cultural center
for the place where civilization was invented-that is Iraq.
Before Iraq was destroyed it was a beautiful circular city
built by Harun al Rashid but the Mongols came from
the north and practically destroyed it. Now what is left
of the city has struck oil and they have immense sums of
money. They can bring back the city of Harun al Rashid
today. They are not likelyto do it because a lot of western
architects arein there already building skyscrapers all
over the place and they are going to meet the destruction
that is barging in on all big western cities. So it seems to
me vital over there to try and make them see how foolish it
is to join that western procession
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public buildings whatever thcir nature, or masonry bridgcs here become integral
parts of this general landscape of river, of the architecture. All features are here
seen together as one. Includes greenery of parks, great wide highways and bridges:
the great historical river is celebrated.
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Well, anyhow, [ do not know that there is very much
hope for the Baghdad project... ... I am in great
haste to pull it all together and let them have it,
before it’s too late... I sort of came in on the tail end
of things, so what impression I can make now I do
not knowbut I am going to try.”
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