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but Allah” (Second Chapter), which, by this interpretation, laid the
foundation for the concept of an alienated Islam among Muslims and
created a society of estranged people (Third Chapter), who exclude the
majority of Muslims from Islam (Fourth Chapter).

Ali Ahmad Al-Dairy
Windsor, Canada
August 30, 2016



of faith. These texts were also issued by a Faqih as rulings and Fatwas
under a political authority, which was the first Saudi state in Diriyah.
They are as well a continuation of the texts of monstrosity of Ibn
Taymiyyah in the medieval era.

Muhammad ibn *Abd al-Wahhab realized that a library alone cannot
turn a text of Takfir into an act of killing, so he refused to put all his
faith in these texts and started searching for a power that would turn his
words into a ferocious beast in the desert of Najd. He wanted his Takfiri
texts to grow fierce claws, and so there was Diriyah.

The Diriyah accord was penned on the basis of “blood for blood
and destruction for destruction,”” and thus it was an agreement which
stipulated that the text of “Tawhid” is a guarantee for preserving the
state’s blood and the Da’wa’s blood as well, and that the destruction of
either one of them means the destruction of the other. It’s a guarantee
for the political monotheism (Tawhid) of a state governed, by force, by
a unified and generalized faith that doesn’t tolerate any interpretations
or disagreement. It is also guarantee that the Da’wa remain dominant,
strong, feared, reflected by the authorities’ actions and evident on
people’s tongues.

The Diriyah accord is an alliance between a preacher (man of
Da’wa) and a statesman (man of power), or an alliance between what [
can call the god of monstrosity and the sword of monstrosity.

The god of monstrosity is a deity created by the man of Da’wa,
with its bizarre interpretation of the testimony of Tawhid, and formation
of a group of “outsiders” who found that their message can only be
established by eliminating others in life (Takfir).

In brief, the book addresses the biography of the preacher of
the Da’wa (First Chapter), the Da’wa which called for an unusual
interpretation of the [first] testimony of Islamic faith “There is no God

(1) Ibn Bishr, Story of Glory in the History of Najd, vol. 1, p.42.



What took place in al-Mujamma’a also took place in Uyayna,
Ashayqar, Riyadh, Manfouha and all the areas across Najd. He
prepared the black banners for them, the banners of monstrosity, so that
they would submit, surrender and then believe. It’s a faith backed with
force and the power of weapons not the power of argument— a book of
power not the power of a book.

I attempt, in this book, based on the texts of Muhammad ibn ‘Abd
al-Wahhab, to prove my theory on the texts of monstrosity. It’s a theory
that deems Takfir as a killing project dictated by a political conflict, and
that Takfir is stripping a human being of his humanity (of his blood, life,
money, honor and mind) for a political purpose. I have examined this
theory in my book entitled, Texts of Monstrosity by taking a historical
approach in reading the texts legitimizing Takfir in three political
environments: The Seljuk authority of the fifth Hijri century, the Al-
Muwahhidun Authority of the sixth Hijri century, and the [concept]
of legal authority according to Ibn Taymiyyah during the seventh and
eighth Hijri century, which wasn’t fully adopted politically by any party
until the Diriyah agreement in 1744.

Based on this theory, the texts I selected for the study should fulfill
three conditions in order to be labeled as monstrous (categorized as texts
of monstrosity): The first condition is that the text has to be ordering
actual killing, and not merely declaring a Muslim who confesses the
two testimonies of faith a Kafir (apostate). The second condition is that
the text has to be a Fatwa or ruling issued by a Faqih (Islamic jurist)
and not just a reported statement. The third condition is that the text has
to be adopted by a political authority that represents a ruling power in
force. I also specified a time period to outline the scope of my work, and
worked on the texts during the medieval period , or what can be called
heritage in general, or a direct extension of these texts as is the case of
Wahhabism.

I chose Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab’s texts because they
contain Takfir (pronouncing others as unbelievers), and order actual
killings committed against Muslims who confess the two testimonies
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Nonetheless, on the level of the major account, the historian tells
us that Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab sought power, soldiers and
Mujahids that all became weapons by which he invaded all of Najd,
reaching the village of al-Mujamma’a in 1769. The invasion was led
by Prince Abdulaziz bin Muhammad bin Saud, and within years, the
region declared its submission and faith in the Da’wa.

What is the symbol of this glory?

The black banners reading “There is no God but Allah” are the
symbol of this new movement; which is none other than the power and
authority that the first Saudi state represented in Diriyah. The banner
is a symbol of this power. Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab believed
in power. He believed in a book of power not in the power of a book;
meaning that he believed in a Da’wa armoured with force that would
impose itself on people, for he didn’t believe in a Da’wa free of duress,
which would give people the option to either believe in it or not.

He had faith in implementing force in achieving the definition of
“monstrous monotheism” that he called for under the banner of “There
is no God but Allah”. He decided the fate of the Da’wa early on, so it
[the Da’wa] turned into a state, army, politics, power, invasion, war
and bloodshed. A Da’wa is usually preached through recommendation,
proclamation, persuasion, and presentation of arguments, yet ibn ‘Abd
al-Wahhab settled it prematurely, when he found the supporting power
of the Da’wa in the Diriyah agreement in 1744. Even his letters to the
tribes and towns weren’t part of the Da’wa but rather part of power, for
in these letters he was merely establishing his argument to justify their
invasion, or spread the Da’wa under the threat of force.

He wanted weapons that would support his books that preached his
Da’wa, because [to him] a book alone is not a weapon and a library
alone is not an army. He wanted an army that would impose his books
and messages; he wanted weapons that would impose his arguments on
everyone so that they would believe in them. He wanted a guillotine to
behead those who do not yield to his faith.



Ibn Bishr, the historian who documented the first Saudi state and the
call (Da’wa) for Wahhabism, recounts a tale of significance, related to
how Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab came to be before he declared his
Da’wa. The tale says that when he arrived to the holy city of Medina,
he met with his mentor Sheikh Abdullah Al Seif, who left the village of
al-Mujamma’a near Riyadh to settle in Medina. The Sheikh welcomed
him and wanted to explain to him that he prepared a weapon that would
spread knowledge and education in his village of al-Mujamma’a run
by his family, Al Seif, so he took him to his library that was generously
stacked with books. The Sheikh probably sensed in his conversation
with his student, the latter’s inclination towards the use of violence and
roughness in his Da’wa, so he deemed it appropriate to give him an
indirect lesson to rely on books as a weapon in preaching.

When Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab entered his mentor’s
library, he hadn’t yet met with Muhammad bin Saud, his partner in the
establishment of the first Saudi state (17441818-), he [Muhammad ibn
‘Abd al-Wahhab] was still in the phase of seeking a political power that
would adopt his Da’wa. He neither liked the views of his Sheikhs in
Najd, their methods of preaching, nor their weapons used in changing
society.

Regarding the minor details of the narrative, Ibn Bishr didn’t
mention Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab’s response to his mentor
when he said “This is what we prepared for it.” We do not know if
he smiled in his mentor’s face, laughed mocking this weapon of his,
argued with him over the efficiency of this weapon, or expressed his
admiration for his library.

(1)  Ibn Bishr, Symbol of Glory in the History of Najd, vol. 1, p.35
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