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(Aaa 5 3 5a)
THE NEW YORK TIMES

A NEW CHALLENGE FOR THE
FEMINIST GOVERNMENT IN FAGUAS

In the last hundred years, Faguas has seldom been
on the American radar screen. That changed last
November when a woman's party, the now famous
PIE, won a landslide victory in the presidential
elections.

The PIE (Spanish for "foot") ran with a most
original, feminist but all inclusive platform, which
offered to "mother" the country, promising to "scrub
the motherland" and leave it "shiny and spotless".
Given the poor record of past administrations,
"mothering" might be just what Faguas needs, except
that President Viviana Sanson recently announced her
decision to appoint only women to fill every position in
her newly inaugurated administration. The unusual
directive states that even menial government jobs are
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only to be given to women. Female cadres will take
over and oversee the dismantling of the military
establishment. Even janitors will be women. President
Sanson has indicated she considers this a temporary
and necesary measure to assure that a new feminine
ethic of caring and solidarity will have a chance to
flourish in a country where machismo has historically
had the upper hand. Original and revolutionary as it
might sound, we cannot but disagree with President
Sanson's radical views. In a world popu.ated by both
men and women, one gender cannot assert itself by
eliminating the other. We would hope that the Faguan
people -and especially Faguan men- exercise their right
to disagree. It would be a sad statement for Faguas'
democracy to go from a past of ideological discrimination
to an unprecedented form of genre discrimination. The
United States whose economic support President
Sanson so desperately needs, will certainly not
consider this just another antic of her humorous
approach to politics.
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