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The chief works of the Marquis de Sade are available in three volumes:
The One Hundred and Twenty Days of Sodom (London, 1990),
contains —besides his three-act play Oxtiern or the Misfortunes of
Libertinage — an important essay by Simone de Beauvoir, “Must We
Burn de Sade?” which discusses the moral questions posed by the man
and his writings. Justine (London, 1991) also contains The Dialogue
between a Priest and a Dying Man (a succinct statement of Sade's
atheism), Philosophy in the Bedroom, which incudes his views not only
on sexual relations but also on politics and society, and his Last Will and
Testament. There are introductory essays by two distinguished French
writers, Jean Paulhan and Maurice Blanchot. Juliette (1991) is Sade's
longest and most sustained novel.

Most of the critical writing on Sade comes from France where he has
long bean considered a major literary and philosophical figure. Roland
Barthes, Sade/Fourler/Loyola (New York, 1976) contains a brief
perceptive account of the Marquis and his work. For an account of the
influence of “the divine Marquis” in France and in Britain in the 19th
century, see Mario Praz, The Romantic Agony (London, 1960). For his
influence on the Surrealist movement, see André Breton, What is
Surrealism? (1978) or Maurice Nadeau, History of Surrealism
(London, 1978). ’

Geoffrey Gorer, The Life and Ideas of the Marquis de Sade (London,
1953) by the American sociologist is a good introduction. The most
recent and highly documented life containing much new material is by
Maurice Lever, Marquis de Sade, A Biography (London, 1993).

Three writers have produced studies of the subject in the light of feminist
thinking and the debate on pornography. They are Angela Carter, The
Sadeian Woman (London, 1979); Margaret Crossland, The Passionate
Philosopher (London, 1991); Annie Le Brun, Sade, A Sudden Abyss
(San Francusco. 1990)

Stuart Hood s a distinguished writer, translator, broadcaster and lecturer on the
media, He has written of his experiences as a member of the lfalian Resistance in
World War II. He is also the author of Fascism for Beginners and co-author with
Haim Bresheeth of The Holocaust for Beginners.

Graham Crowley was bom in Romford, Essex in 1950. He studied painting at

St Martin’s School of Art, London and at the Royal College of Art. In 1982-83 he

was the artist in residence to Oxford University. He has exhibited in Europe, America,
Asla and Australia. He Is qurrently Professor of Painting at the Royal College of Art.

A very special thank you to Sally for all her hard work.
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