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The best guide to the individual writings and main editions of Luther’s
works in Latin, German, French, and English is the Hilfsbuch zum
Lutherstudium edited by Kurt Aland (4th edn., 1996). The pamphlets
and books that were printed prior to Luther’s death in 1546 have
been catalogued in two volumes by Josef Benzing and Helmut Claus in
Lutherbibliographie (1989/1994). The Kessler Reformation collection in
the Pitts Library at Emory University contains over 3.500 Bibles, books,
and pamphlets printed no later than 1570 and attributed to Martin
Luther, his friends, and opponents. Available online from the same
collection is a digital collection of woodcuts from Reformation pamphlets
(http:/ /www.pitts.emory.edu/dia/woodcuts.htm). The most thorough
ongoing bibliography of new editions, translations, and writings about
Luther appears annually in Lutherjahrbuch (Gottingen, 1919ff.). The
recent Luther Handbuch edited by Albrecht Beutel (Tiibingen, 2006) has
brief surveys of newer editions, aids, and histories of Luther research,
plus essays on Luther’s life and work and a manageable bibliography
and index. The most versatile visual resource is the CD-ROM produced
by Helmar Junghans, Martin Luther: Exploring His Life and Times,
1483-1546. Available in German (1998) and English (1999), it contains

everything historical, theological, biographical, and textual relating to
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Luther and his world in formats that include illustrated explanations,
chronologies, images of people and texts, listings, plus an animated
story of Luther’s life for children of all ages.

For most of his career, Martin Luther exhibited an astounding capac-
ity for work. The words put on paper by him or recorded by listeners fill
over 100 large volumes in the only critical edition that aspires to com-
pleteness. The first volume of this Weimar edition appeared in 1883 dur-
ing the 400th anniversary of Luther’s birth; after 126 years, the last vol-
ume appeared in 2009, but documents are still being found that contain
new material or require revision of works edited decades ago. The Weimar
edition has four sections. The first 60 volumes contain Luther’s lectures,
sermons, postils, disputations, polemical writings, pedagogical and polit-
ical essays, prefaces composed for a variety of publications, hymns, litur-
gies, and consolatory pieces dedicated to victims of religious persecution.
Five volumes each of indexes to the Latin and German writings plus other
index volumes complete section one (abbreviated WA). The second sec-
tion (WABT) contains Luther’s correspondence. Over 3.700 documents, of
which 2.650 items were written by Luther himself, are edited in the first
13 volumes. The remaining volumes in this section contain excellent in-
dexes. The third section (WADB) assembles documents by Luther and his
colleagues that arose in connection with their translation of the Bible.
In addition to German texts of biblical books, these 12 volumes include
a revision of the Latin Vulgate and a record of how the German trans-
lation was revised. The fourth and final section (WATR) presents in six
volumes a collation of earlier editions of Luther’s Table Talk. Owing to
its careful preparation and helpful indexes, the Table Talk has gradually
gained credibility as a reliable source of Luther’s life and thought when it

is judiciously interpreted. The Weimar edition is readable and searchable

ARE
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online from Chadwyck at http://www.luther.chadwyck.co.uk. In addition,
the publisher (Hermann Bohlaus Nachfolger Weimar) has made available
at a reasonable price easily readable reprints of all four sections of the
Weimar edition.

Hundreds of books and essays about Luther are available, but once
an introduction or biography has provided sufficient background, Luther
is best consulted directly about himself. Reader-friendly editions and
translations are available in many languages, including English, German,
French, Spanish, Italian, Hungarian, Chinese, Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish,
Portuguese, and Korean. For English readers, the American edition of
Luther’s Works (LW) in 55 volumes (1955—86) published by Fortress Press
and Concordia Publishing House is being expanded by Concordia; and
Fortress Press is issuing separately new translations of key works in a se-
ries named Luther Study Edition. Luther’s Works is also available on CD-
ROM. A good place to start is not the Ninety-Five Theses, but treatises
from the 1520s like Freedom of a Christian and the Treatise on Good
Works. They present the most lucid and accessible contrast of Luther’s
theology and proposals for reform with the medieval religion he wanted
to change. Then sample Luther’s correspondence, for example in the ex-
cellent edition by Gottfried Krodel in volumes 48—50 of the American edi-
tion, and this complicated man and his world with all its peaks and valleys
will come alive. The Martin Luther Studienausgabe (StA: Berlin and Leipzig
1979-) contains recent scholarly introductions to selected Luther writings
with 16th-century orthography and a glossary of early new High German.
For more assistance with reading Luther in Latin and German, consult the

following: Birgit Stolt, ‘Germanistische Hilfsmittel zum Lutherstudium’,

ARK)
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Lutherjahrbuch, 46 (1979), 120—35; Johannes Schilling, ‘Latinistische Hil-
fsmittel zum Lutherstudium’, Lutherjahrbuch, 55 (1988), 83—101. Avail-
able also is a recent three-volume edition of selected Luther texts in Latin

with German translation on facing pages (Leipzig, 2006—9).

9 &Slge

Many websites on Luther and the Reformation contain inaccurate content,
but the following offer helpful and reliable information. (All accessed 23
June 2010.)

(http://www.luther2017.de) The official website of the Luther decade
(2008-17) with news updates and information about the Reformation
jubilee 2017 and pictures from Luther sites.

(http:/ /www.ecumenical-institute.org) The Institute for Ecumenical
Research in Strasbourg offers seminars, conferences, dialogues,
and publications to enhance relations between Lutherans and other
churches.

(http:/ /www.lutheranworld.org) The Lutheran World Federation, which
has the most up-to-date information about Lutheran ecumenism and
churches around the world.

(http://www.martinluther.de) Website of the Lutherhalle in Wittenberg,
one of four Luther museums that comprise the Stiftung Lutherge-
denkstétten in Sachsen Anhalt, a foundation that provides informa-
tion about museums, research, educational offerings, and databases
for learning about the Reformation and visiting the Luther memorial

sites.
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(http:/ /www.luther-gesellschaft.com) The Luther-Gesellschaft is a schol-
arly society that holds conferences and promotes research and pub-
lications on Martin Luther and the Reformation, including the journal
Luther, published three times a year, and the annual Lutherjahrbuch.

(http:/ /www.lutheranquarterly.com) The Lutheran Quarterly Journal and
Lutheran Quarterly Books feature essays, book reviews, and mono-
graphs on Luther and Lutheranism.

(www.reformationresearch.org) The Society for Reformation Research
sponsors conference sessions, awards, and the Archive for
Reformation History, which is published jointly with its European

counterpart.
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Peter Blickle, The Revolution of 1525 (Baltimore and London, 1991; Ger-
man, 1977).

Heinrich Bornkamm, Martin Luther in der Mitte seines Lebens (Gottingen,
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